
ROOTS AND BRANCHES GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF WEST VOLUSIA COUNTY
BOARD MEETING

16 NOVEMBER 2012

Present were President Louise Caccamise, 1st VP Bob Weaver, 2nd VP Mary Lois Kelley, Treasurer 
Harriet Bolin, Program Chairman Carol Izzo, and Recording/Correspondence Secretary Jerry Hale. 

The President opened the meeting at 3:17 p.m. The minutes of the last meeting have been posted to the 
web site and sent to board members by email so we agreed that they should not be read. 

Mary Lois reported that we have 77 memberships and 96 members, 9 people have already paid dues for 
2013. 

Bob Weaver asked whether we should increase our dues.  The consensus was that we should hold it to 
$15. 

Louise showed our membership book to another club and they pointed out that we did not have a 
"disclaimer" statement.  After a discussion Harriet made a motion (seconded by Mary Lois Kelley) to 
include a disclaimer in all future membership books.  It would read (approximately) "The information 
contained in this membership book is for the use of our members and is not to be distributed further." 

Jerry asked about the minutes for the VFCGS meeting.  Louise  said that she will transcribe them soon and 
send them to everyone.  There were approximately 12 VFCGS members present. 

Harriet reported no progress as made on obtaining the EIB number and changing banks. 

Louise said that the Ancestor Contest is on track and there are about 6 entries to date. 

Carol as asked whether she and John planned to go to the Seminar. (Jan 19th). She said she hadn't 
decided but would probably go. 

NEW BUSINESS 

The November program had to be changed due to the fact that Carolyn Carlisle has a medical problem 
and cannot make the presentation.  Carolyn provided Carol with a DVD of a Webinar, the title is "Ten 
Brick Wall Tips for Beginners".  Carolyn also provided an 8 page handout. 

SEMINAR 

The seminar committee chairman asked Louise to report on our efforts to promote the seminar and how we 
had advertised it etc.  She also wanted to know what we had done to advertise our seminar in 2015. Louise 
told them that we were considering withdrawing from VFCGS because of the inability to get volunteers to 
chair all of the various committees.  Louise will ask for volunteers at the general meeting on Sunday and 
then report the results to the seminar committee. 
A discussion about our future with VFCGS was concluded with the board unanimously voting to 
withdraw from that organization.  It was pointed out that we couldn't even get enough volunteers to man 
the gen room desk completely. 
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Carol Izzo talked about a new web site called billiongraves.com. They are planning to add a billion 
gravestone photos to their site and have an app for the iPhone and Android which allows a headstone 
photo to be uploaded from the camera phone immediately along with the exact location of the stone. 

Here is their pitch: 

Help Make Family History Available to Everyone! 

Collect photos of the headstones in your local cemetery with our iPhone/Android camera app. 
Then upload the mapped-out photos here. 

Transcribe information from uploaded headstone photos - then descendants everywhere can 
easily search for their ancestors. 

Search for your ancestors' graves using our easy search. You can access their headstone records, 
photos of headstones, and accurate locations of all the graves. 

Jerry said that, while it is a good project it is in competition with FindAGrave. 

PLANNING FOR THE DECEMBER MEETNG 

AGENDA 
  Business meeting
  Auditor report 
  Honor volunteers (?)
  Luncheon 

Ask everyone to bring "finger foods" (an email went to all members). We will provide coffee (Mary
Lois), Soft drinks, cups, plastic utensils etc (Harriet), Bob will bring ice and Carol volunteered table
cloths. Jerry will inquire whether his wife has any "greenery" to decorate the tables.  (She does not.)

NEW MIGRATIONS PUBLICATION

Jerry reported that he had received a message from NEHGS saying that their newest book,  (THE
WINTHROP FLEET 1629-1630 ANDERSON FASG 912 PAGES $65)

The board voted unanimously to order the book.  Jerry will order and pay for it then submit the bill to
the Treasurer for reimbursement.

Jerry made the motion to adjourn.
Louise seconded and the meeting as adjourned at 3:50

Respectfully submitted

/s/ Jerry Hale
Acting Recording Secretary


